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 Excused Absences for University Extracurricular Activities: Students participating in 
an officially sanctioned, scheduled University extracurricular activity should be given 
the opportunity to make up class assignments or other graded assignments missed as 
a result of their participation.  It is the responsibility of the student to make 
arrangements with the instructor prior to any missed scheduled examination or other 
missed assignment for making up the work. (See 2020-2021 SMU Undergraduate 
Catalog under “Enrollment and Academic Records/Enrollment Policies/Excused 
Absences.”)  

   

 Student Learning Outcomes:  Please include in your syllabi all student learning 
outcomes, both those specific to your course, as well as those that satisfy major and 
general education requirements.  

   

 Student Academic Success Programs: Students needing assistance with writing 
assignments for SMU courses may schedule an appointment with the Writing Center 
through Canvas.  Students wanting support with subject-specific tutoring or success 
strategies should contact SASP, Loyd All Sports Center, Suite 202;  214-768-3648; 
https://www.smu.edu/sasp.  

   

 Final Exams:  Final course examinations shall be given in all courses where they are 
appropriate, and some form of final assessment is essential.  Final exams or final 
assessments must be administered as specified in the official examination schedule, 
and shall not be administered during the last week of classes or during the Reading 
Period.  Faculty must state clearly in the syllabus the date/time and form of the final 
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early as possible, present a letter from the Office of the Dean of Students, and make 
appropriate arrangements.  Please note that academic adjustments are not retroactive 
and, when feasible, require advance notice to implement.  
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including resources available to assist students, please visit 
www.smu.edu/sexualmisconduct. 

  

In the attached, I have also provided additional recommendations and resources that 

should improve the classroom experience for you and your students if helpful to you, 

such as the different attendance options that the academic leadership team developed at 

the end of the fall term.  Additionally, you may wish to share the attached “2021 Know 

What to Do” and the “DASS informational sheet” with your students.  

   
You may also choose to include the following statement regarding the “campus carry” 

law: “In accordance with Texas Senate Bill 11, also known as the “campus carry” law, 

following consultation with entire University community SMU determined to remain a 

weapons-free campus. Specifically, SMU prohibits possession of weapons (either 

openly or in a concealed manner) on campus. For more information, please 

see:  http://www.smu.edu/BusinessFinance/Police/Weapons_Policy.”  

   
Thank you for your help in promoting a great start to the spring 2021 semester.  A copy 

of this letter and the attachments will be posted on the Office of the Provost website 

under “Provost’s Communications.”  

 

Sincerely, 

 
Elizabeth G. Loboa 

Provost and Vice President for  

  Academic Affairs 

Southern Methodist University 

P.O. Box 750221, Dallas, TX  75275-0221 

egloboa@smu.edu 

214-768-3219 
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