
 
 

 

May 14, 2021 

 

Dear Faculty and Staff: 

 

I hope you have found these new





increased infection. We also transitioned many student activities, including fraternity and 

sorority recruitment, to virtual offerings. Just as we were settling in to the spring semester, the 





shared priorities. Their willingness to collaborate in new and time-consuming ways this year 

strengthened the case for our Academic Affairs budget this year. I know that this was a new 

approach for SMU and that there is justifiably some ambiguity and concern about how we will 

go about the process of determining future resource allocations. Knowing already that we will 



 

During the April 30 faculty Town Hall to discuss 3-5 areas of academic distinction for which 

the ability to hire additional clusters of faculty would set SMU apart as world-class in several 

fields, some faculty expressed concerns about the focus on only STEM (Science, Technology, 

Engineering and Math) and encouraged us to expand the conversation beyond STEM to 

include STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, the Arts, and Math). Following the Town 

Hall, I received many thoughtful emails with recommendations along similar lines. In 

response, I plan to offer a Town Hall early in the fall 2021 semester that is focused more 

heavily and centrally on SMU’s areas of academic distinction in the arts, humanities and social 

sciences, and we will include opportunities to bring forward ideas around strategic planning 

and visioning, both across the short- and long-term goals at SMU. We will share more 

information as plans materialize.  

 

In the meantime, I would like to emphasize continuity for all faculty, in the hopes of dispelling 

concerns that have come to me through these recent conversations. All faculty at SMU, not just 

faculty in disciplines that have conventionally been more aligned with research metrics 

associated with R-1 Carnegie distinction, will continue to have their scholarly and creative 




